
Narrative Summary of Changes to PA UCC 

§ 401.1. Definitions. 

 This section changes the definitions for the IBC, the IECC, the IEBC, the IFC, the IFGC, the IMC, the 
International Performance Code, the IPC, the IRC, the IWUIC, National Electric Code and Uniform 
Construction Code to replace ''the'' with ''a'' or ''an'' and remove any reference to the year the ICC code 
was published. This was done because multiple printings of the ICC codes are being incorporated into 
the regulations and, as such, the definitional section is no longer appropriate to identify the year a 
particular ICC code was published. 

 The section also adds a definition for International Swimming Pool and Spa Code as this code sets the 
standards for swimming pools and spas for both residential and commercial properties and is 
incorporated by reference by both the IBC of 2015 and the IRC of 2015. 

§ 403.1. Scope. 

 This Department is amending paragraph to reflect that coal-fired boilers are subject to the IRC of 
2015. This is being done because the definitional section for the IRC no longer contains a specific year. 

§ 403.21. Uniform Construction Code. 

 The RAC voted to adopt Chapters 2—10, 12—29 and 31—35 of the IBC of 2015 except the RAC voted 
to retain the exceptions regarding the maximum riser height and minimum tread depth in occupancies 
in Use Group R-3 and within dwelling units in occupancies in Use Group R-2. The RAC also voted to 
retain the requirement regarding nosing on stairways with solid risers. As such, the Department is 
amending paragraph (a)(1) to take this language out of the main body of paragraph (a)(1) and add a new 
subparagraph (a)(1)(i) which will list the requirements for riser heights, tread depths and nosing on 
stairways with solid risers. The amendment also eliminates the word ''that'' to make it more readable. In 
addition, the RAC voted to exclude Section 913.2.2 of the IBC of 2015 (relating to circuits supplying fire 
pumps). Second, in Section 2609.4 of the IBC of 2015 (relating to area limitations and greenhouses), the 
RAC voted to modify exception three to include ''or maintaining plants.'' As such, the Department is 
adding subparagraphs (a)(1)(ii) and (iii) to add these exceptions from the IBC of 2015. In addition, the 
Department is amending paragraph (a)(1) to delete subparagraphs (i)—(xix) in the current regulation 
because those subparagraphs contained previous adoptions of the IBC of 2015 and are now 
incorporated in the main body of paragraph (a)(1). 

 The RAC voted to adopt the IMC of 2015 in its entirety. As such, the Department is amending 
paragraph (a)(3) to incorporate the entirety of the IMC of 2015. In addition, the Department is deleting 
language referring to section 507.2 of the IMC of 2015 because that language is redundant as this 
provision was a previous adoption of the IMC of 2015 and is incorporated into the main body of 
paragraph (a)(3). 



 The RAC voted to adopt the IFGC of 2015 in its entirety except section 310.3 of the IFGC of 2018 
(relating to arc-resistant CSST). The RAC had the authority to adopt portions of the 2018 ICC Codes 
because it can modify the 2015 Codes. 35 P.S. § 7210.108(a)(3)(ix)(B). As such, the Department is 
amending paragraph (a)(4) to incorporate the entirety of the IFGC of 2015 with the exception regarding 
arc-resistant CSST. 

 The RAC did not vote to adopt the International Performance Code of 2015. As such, the Department 
is amending paragraph (a)(5) of the UCC to clarify that the International Performance Code of 2009 
remains in effect. 

 The RAC voted to adopt the IPC of 2015 in its entirety. As such, the Department is amending 
paragraph (a)(6) to incorporate the entirety of the IPC of 2015. 

 The RAC voted to adopt the IRC of 2015 except the RAC voted to exclude the following sections: 
Section R302.5.1 (relating to opening protection); Section R322.2.1 (relating to elevation requirements 
for flood hazard areas); Section R322.3.2 (relating to elevation requirements for coastal high hazard 
areas); Section R325.5 (relating to openness); Table R507.6 (relating to deck beam span lengths); Table 
R602.7.5 (relating to minimum number of full height studs at each end of headers in exterior walls); 
Section N1101.4 (relating to above code programs); Section N1103.3.5 (relating to building cavities); 
Section N1103.5.2 (relating to demand recirculation systems); Table N1106.4 (relating to maximum 
energy rating index); Section P2503.5.1 (relating to rough plumbing); and Section E3901.7 (relating to 
outdoor outlets). The Department amended the main paragraph of (a)(7) to incorporate the entirety of 
the IRC of 2015 except for the portions the RAC voted to exclude or modify. The Department also 
deleted current clauses (a)(7)(iii)(A)—(BB) because those clauses refer to provisions of the 2015 IRC the 
RAC previously adopted and are addressed in other parts of paragraph (a)(7). The Department replaced 
them with new paragraphs and subparagraphs (a)(7)(iii)(A)—(L) to indicate the portions of the IRC of 
2015 that the RAC did not adopt. Furthermore, the Department is adding paragraphs and subparagraphs 
(a)(7)(v)(A)—(G) to indicate the portions of the IRC of 2009 that remain in effect. 

 In addition, the RAC voted to modify the following provisions of the IRC of 2015: Section N1101.6 
(relating to defined terms) by adding the definition of ''framing factor'' as the fraction of the total 
building component area that is structural framing; Table 1102.1.2 (relating to insulation and 
fenestration criteria) by adding ''or 18 + 6.5H'' to climate zone 6 wood frame wall R-value; Table 
N1102.1.2 (relating to insulation and fenestration requirements by components) by adding footnote j 
which permits R-18 insulation to be permitted in place of R-20 requirement provided the wall framing 
factor is 20% or less or exterior walls with 24" o.c. nominal vertical stud spacing; Section N1102.4.1.2 
(relating to testing) by having an air leakage rate not exceeding five air changes per hour for all climate 
zones; Section N1105.2 (relating to mandatory requirements) by requiring compliance with the 
mandatory provisions of section N1102.4.1.2; Section M1601.4.1, exception 3 (relating to joints, seams, 
and connections) by excluding this exception for snap-lock and button-lock type joints and seams 
located outside of conditioned spaces; Section M1602.2 item 2 (relating to return air openings) by 
adding the word perimeter before the first use of the word room; and Section E3901.11 (relating to 



foyers) by replacing 3 feet (914 mm) with 6 feet (1,829 mm) and a minimum of one receptacle. As such, 
the Department is adding new paragraphs and subparagraphs (a)(7)(iv)(A)—(H). 

 Furthermore, the RAC voted to adopt the following provisions of the IRC of 2018: Section R325.5 
(relating to openness) except for exception 2; Table R507.5 (relating to deck beam span lengths); Section 
R602.3.1 (relating to stud size, height, and spacing) exception 3; Table R602.3(6) (relating to alternate 
wood bearing wall stud size, height, and spacing); Table R602.7.5 (relating to minimum number of full 
height studs at each end of headers in exterior walls); Section N1103.3.6 (relating to ducts buried within 
ceiling insulation); Section N1103.3.7 (relating to ducts located in conditioned space); and Table N1106.4 
including footnote ''a'' (relating to maximum energy rating index). As such, the Department is adding 
new paragraphs and subparagraphs (a)(7)(vi)(A)—(H). 

 The RAC voted to adopt the IFC of 2015 in its entirety. As such, the Department is amending 
paragraph (a)(8) to incorporate the entirety of the IFC of 2015. In addition, the Department is adding 
language currently found in subparagraph (a)(8)(i) into the main body of paragraph (a)(8). This is being 
done because the Department is eliminating subparagraph (ii) because that language is redundant so 
there are no longer multiple subparagraphs. Current subparagraph (a)(8)(ii) is being eliminated because 
these clauses are incorporated in the main body of paragraph (a)(8). 

 The RAC voted to adopt the IECC of 2015 in its entirety except: Section R102.1.1 (relating to above 
code programs); Section C104.2.6 (relating to final inspection); Section R403.3.5 (relating to building 
cavities); Section R403.5.2 (relating to demand recirculation systems); Table R406.4 (relating to 
maximum energy rating index); and Section C408.2.4 (relating to preliminary commissioning report). As 
such, the Department amended the main paragraph of (a)(9) to incorporate the entirety of the IECC of 
2015 except for the portions the RAC voted to exclude or modify. As such, the Department is deleting 
current subparagraphs (a)(9)(i)—(v) because they are redundant because these clauses referred to 
provisions of the IECC of 2015 the RAC previously voted to adopt and are now incorporated into the 
main body of the paragraph (a)(9). In addition, the Department is replacing them with new clauses 
(a)(9)(i)(A)—(F) to indicate the portions of the IECC of 2015 that the RAC did not adopt. Furthermore, 
the Department is adding new clauses (a)(9)(iii)(A)—(C) to indicate the portions of the IECC of 2009 that 
remain in effect. 

 The RAC also voted to modify the following provisions of the IECC of 2015: Chapter RE 2 by adding the 
definition of ''framing factor'' as the fraction of the total building component area that is structural 
framing; Table R402.1.2 (relating to insulation and fenestration criteria) by adding ''or 18 + 6.5H'' to 
climate zone 6 wood frame wall R-value; Table R402.1.2 (relating to insulation and fenestration 
requirements by components) by adding footnote j which permits R-18 insulation to be permitted in 
place of R-20 requirement provided the wall framing factor is 20% or less or exterior walls with 24" o.c. 
nominal vertical stud spacing; Section R402.4.1.2 (relating to testing) by having an air leakage rate not 
exceeding five air changes per hour for all climate zones; and Section 405.2 (relating to mandatory 
requirements) to require compliance with the mandatory provisions of section R402.4.1.2 (relating to 
testing). As such, the Department is adding new clauses (a)(9)(ii)(A)—(E). 



 In addition, the RAC voted to adopt the following provisions of the IECC of 2018: Section R403.3.6 
(relating to ducts buried within ceiling insulation); Section R403.3.7 (relating to ducts located in 
conditioned space); and Table R406.4 including footnote ''a'' (relating to maximum energy rating index). 
As such, the Department is adding new clauses (a)(9)(iv)(A)—(C). 

 The RAC voted to adopt the IEBC in its entirety except that it voted to modify Section 101.2 (relating 
to scope) to add an exception for detached residential buildings and townhouses not more than three 
stories above grade plane in height with a separate means of egress and their accessory structures to 
comply with either the IEBC of 2015 or the IRC of 2015. As such, the Department is amending paragraph 
(a)(10) to incorporate the IEBC of 2015 with the exception regarding detached residential buildings and 
townhouses no more than three stories above grade plane in height with a separate means of egress. In 
addition, the Department is deleting subparagraphs (a)(10)(i) and (ii), which are now redundant because 
these clauses represented a previous decision to adopt portions of the IEBC of 2015 and are now 
incorporated in the main body of paragraph (a)(10). 

 The RAC voted to adopt the IWUIC of 2015 in its entirety. As such, the Department is amending 
paragraph (a)(11) to reflect the RAC's decision to adopt the IWUIC. 

 The RAC did not vote to adopt Appendix H of the IBC of 2015. As such, the Department is amending 
paragraph (a)(13) to clarify that Appendix H of the IBC of 2009 remains in effect. 

 The Department is deleting paragraph (a)(14) because the language is redundant since it is 
incorporated as part of the International Swimming Pool and Spa Code of 2015, which is incorporated by 
reference by the IBC of 2015 and the IRC of 2015. 

 The Department is amending subsection (b) to fix a typographical error. 

 The Department is amending subsection (c) to reflect the Appendices that are being adopted under 
the RAC's vote. 

§ 403.23. Child day care facilities. 

 The Department is amending paragraph (d) to reflect that day care facilities are subject to the IBC of 
2015. This is being done because the definitional section for the IBC no longer contains a specific year. 

§ 403.26. Swimming pools. 

 The Department is amending subsection (a) to reflect the RAC's vote to adopt portions of the IRC of 
2015, which incorporates by reference the International Swimming Pool and Spa Code of 2015. The 
Department is deleting old paragraphs (a)(1)—(4) because they are no longer pertinent. 

 The Department is amending subsection (b) to reflect the RAC's vote to adopt portions of the IBC of 
2015, which incorporates by reference the International Swimming Pool and Spa Code of 2015. 



 The Department is deleting subsection (c) (relating to hot tubs or spas) because hot tubs and spas are 
governed by the International Swimming Pool and Spa Code, which are incorporated by reference by the 
IBC of 2015 and IRC of 2015. 

§ 403.27. Applicability and use of standards. 

 The Department is amending subparagraphs (a)(1)—(4) to reference that IBC of 2015, IRC of 2015, IPC 
of 2015 and IMC of 2015 are incorporated by reference. This is being done because the definitional 
sections of the IBC, IRC, IPC and IMC no longer contain a specific year. 

 The Department is amending paragraph (b) to reflect that the IBC of 2015 and IEBC of 2015 apply to 
the construction, alteration, movement, enlargement, replacement, repair, equipment, use and 
occupancy, location, removal and demolition of detached one- and two-family dwellings and multiple 
single-family dwellings no more than three stories in height with a separate means of egress and their 
accessory structures. This is being done because the definitional section for the IBC and IEBC no longer 
contains a specific year. 

 The Department is amending paragraph (f) to reflect that IMC of 2015 does not apply if the provision 
conflicts with the Boiler and Unfired Pressure Vessel Law (35 P.S. §§ 1331.1—1331.9). This is being done 
because the definitional section for the IMC no longer contains a specific year. 

§ 403.28. Uncertified buildings. 

 The Department is amending subparagraph (b)(1) to reflect that the IBC of 2015 applies to maximum 
story height, minimum allowable construction type based on floor area, vertical opening and shaft 
protection requirements, means of egress requirements pertaining to minimum number of exits, 
maximum travel distances to exits, means of egress illumination, minimum egress widths and heights for 
exit doors, exit stairs, exit ramps and exit corridors requirements for uncertified buildings for which the 
Department has jurisdiction. This is being done because the definitional section for the IBC no longer 
contains a specific year. 

 The Department is amending subparagraph (b)(2) to reflect that the fire safety requirements of the 
IBC of 2015 applies to fire alarms, fire extinguishers, heat and smoke detectors, automatic sprinkler 
systems and occupancy and incidental use separations for uncertified buildings for which the 
Department has jurisdiction. This is being done because the definitional section for the IBC no longer 
contains a specific year. 

 The Department is amending subparagraphs (b)(3)(ii)-(iii) to reflect that the accessibility requirements 
for uncertified buildings for which the Department has jurisdiction must comply with the IBC of 2015. 
This is being done because the definitional section for the IBC no longer contains a specific year. 

 The Department is amending subparagraph (b)(4) to reflect that structural requirements for 
uncertified building for which the Department has jurisdiction will not be imposed unless the 
Department determines that the building or a portion of the building has defects that are defined as 



dangerous in section 202 of the IEBC of 2015. This is being done because the definitional section for the 
IEBC no longer contains a specific year. 

 The Department is amending subparagraph (c)(1) to reflect that a construction code official shall grant 
a certificate of occupancy for an uncertified building for which the Department does not have 
jurisdiction if that building meets the requirements of the latest version of the IEBC of 2015 or Chapter 
34 of the IBC of 2015. This is being done because the definitional sections for the IEBC and IBC no longer 
contains specific years. 

§ 403.42. Permit requirements and exemptions. 

 The Department is amending subparagraph (c)(1)(xi) to reflect that a permit is not required for 
window awnings supported by an exterior wall which do not project more than 54 inches from the 
exterior wall and do not require additional support of group R-3 as applicable in the IBC of 2015 and 
Group U occupancies. This is being done because the definitional section for the IBC no longer contains a 
specific year. 

§ 403.42a. Permit application. 

 The Department is amending subparagraph (f)(3)(ii) to reflect that permit applicants must submit 
shop drawings that contain referenced installation standards found in the IBC of 2015. This is being done 
because the definitional section for the IBC no longer contains a specific year. 

 The Department is amending paragraph (i) to reflect that permit applicants shall submit certifications 
required in the IBC of 2015 for construction in a flood hazard area to the building code official. This is 
being done because the definitional section for the IBC no longer contains a specific year. 

 The Department is amending paragraph (k) to reflect that permit applicants shall describe an 
inspection program, identify a person or firm who will perform special inspections and structural 
observations if sections 1704 and 1705 of the IBC of 2015 requires special inspections or structural 
observations for the construction. This is being done because the IBC of 2009 gave applicants a choice to 
comply with either section 1704 and 1710, while the IBC of 2015 requires applicants to comply with 
both sections 1704 and 1705. In addition, the change is being made because the definitional section for 
the IBC no longer contains a specific year. 

§ 403.44. Alternative construction materials and methods. 

 The Department is amending paragraph (c) to reflect that new buildings or remodelings, alterations, 
additions or changes of use and occupancy of an existing building which complies with the 
''International Performance Code of 2009'' shall also comply with the Uniform Construction Code. This is 
being done because the definitional section of the International Performance Code no longer contains a 
specific year. 

 



§ 403.45. Inspections. 

 The Department is amending paragraph (f) to reflect that code administrators may act in place lumber 
grading or inspection agency to satisfy the requirements under section 2303.1.1 of the IBC of 2015 or its 
successor code. This is being done because the definitional section for the IBC no longer contains a 
specific year. 

§ 403.46. Certificate of occupancy. 

 The Department is amending subparagraphs (b)(6)-(7) to reflect that certificate of occupancies must 
contain use and occupancy classifications and types of construction that comply with the IBC of 2015. 
This is being done because the definitional section for the IBC no longer contains a specific year. 

§ 403.103. Municipalities electing not to enforce the Uniform Construction Code. 

 The Department is amending paragraph (c) to require building code officials to accept compliance 
with the ''International Performance Code of 2009'' for alternative materials, designs or methods of 
construction. This is being done because the definitional section for the International Performance Code 
no longer contains a specific year. 

 The Department is amending paragraph (d) to require building code officials to determine the climatic 
and geographic design criteria contained in Table R301.2(1) of the IRC of 2015 for residential 
construction. This is being done because the definitional section for the IRC no longer contains a specific 
year. 

 


